POLITICAL    AND    MILITARY    SITUATION

sure that things would not really change. That same
night the Press published a paragraph in which it was
explained that the Popular Front intended to expel the
Communist Party as undesirable if it did not change its
attitude.

A few minutes after my meeting with the Popular Front
representatives the Prime Minister announced to me that
he had called together the Army High Commands and
those of the Navy and Air Force to a meeting at which he
would preside on the following day at eleven o'clock, at
Los Llanos Aerodrome, Albacete. He also told me that
we should travel together, so that we might take advantage
of the journey to discuss certain extreme measures. The
same evening he telephoned to tell me that he had given
up the idea of our travelling together to save me the
trouble of waiting for him, since he had to arrange some
important matters with the Civil Authorities before he left
Madrid. I realised that this was only a pretext, since it was
no trouble to me to wait for him. We had arranged that he
should call for me at my Headquarters, where I should
have been in any case, and which was on the route he had
to follow. Since he had anyhow to preside over the
meeting of the various commanders there was no object in
my getting there any earlier. I am absolutely convinced
that the Prime Minister meant us to travel together but
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